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Temptations Catering and Concessions 

 

Monica Archer, owner Temptations Catering and Concessions… 

How did your business originate?  

Archer’s foray into the food industry began approximately 27 years ago with her mother, 
Elizabeth Robb and she expanded from there.  

“I tried the restaurant business for a few years, it didn't work out, just in time for BSE (bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy) and no smoking,” she explained. 

“And from there I went to the Dauphin Lake Golf Club, where I was the food and beverage 
manager for five years.”  

Archer then went back into catering, bought a food truck and four years ago took on the 
concessions Dauphin Recreation Complex.  

 

What do you think makes your business stand out?  

Temptations Catering and Concessions is able to diversify, Archer noted, and is not stuck with 
one menu, location or venue.  

“So we're able to offer whatever people are looking for. And if we can't do it, then we help 
them to source it out,” she said.  

“And even if we can just help to fill part of that niche, we will.” 

 

What are some major milestones your business has passed?  

“We've always tried to move forward and take what we've been learning from the past,” Archer 
said.  

The food truck is an example, she added, of trying to take her business up to the next level.  
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“I think we've just been in the industry for so long and just survived everything. For example, 
BSE back in the day, that was tough, that was hard on a lot of restaurants, a lot of businesses,” 
Archer said.  

“And it was two years that it went on, where people were really afraid, because we are a 
farming community. It affected a small town.” 

 

What means most to you about being a member of the chamber and a part of their network?  

“I think with the chamber, what I enjoy is, they're always looking to better it for their members, 
they're always looking for those different speakers, so someone can learn from it and take 
something from it,” she said.  

“I enjoy that part when they do have their seminars and I think if you, as a business, if you had a 
problem or a question, you could always take it to the chamber and they would help you with 
it.”  

  

In what ways did your business change or have to pivot due to covid?  

Working out of the Dauphin Recreation Complex, Archer’s catering plummeted to zero, during 
the pandemic. All the weddings, anniversaries and parties booked last year, she said, were 
cancelled or downsized to just 15, to 20 people.  

“So it was just a few salads or whatnot. But then there was no hockey, there was no curling, 
there were no sports happening anywhere. We lost out on a lot of venues last year. We were 
shut right down,” Archer explained.  

She took on the restaurant at Dauphin Lake Golf Club last June and will be there again this year. 
But as for working out of the recreation complex, Archer admits, it is difficult, because she does 
not have an alarm code.  

“I'm at their mercy as to when I can use it and when I can't,” she explained, adding this 
summer, she will put her food truck out one day a week and monitor the business. 

“If the restaurants are open and going full bore, it's a little tougher, because we are paying 
three people to be in there,” Archer said.  
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What does the term stronger together mean to you?  

Archer believes the phrase stronger together means banding people together to support their 
community. Dauphinites should support what they already have, instead of going elsewhere, 
she said, so the community is stronger together.  

“If you don't support what you have locally, don't expect it to hang around, because it can't 
afford to. There's still overhead, there's still insurance, there's still overhead costs,” Archer 
added. 

 

What benefits do you see when the community chooses to support local businesses?  

Choosing to support local businesses, she said, means the community is then supporting 
sporting activities, because businesses are then able to sponsor a variety of activities, from 
hockey, baseball, or golf, to sponsoring graduation, the Parkland Humane Society or Habitat for 
Humanity. 

“They come to the businesses and ask for help. We can't help if you don't help us with sales. So 
we need your support,” Archer said.  

 

How has the community supported you and your business?  

“None. And it's not, the community's fault, it's my location. I'm still paying rent and the 
community can't access it, so what do you do,” she asked. 

Once the golf course reopens, Archer hopes people will get out and support the restaurant this 
summer. 

“Even if you don't want to come out for a golf game, just come out and have a meal and enjoy 
the view and enjoy the day. Take the drive, get out of town. You get to look at a golf course or a 
lake,” Archer enthused, encouraging community members to stop and support her food truck, 
when they see it parked, as well. 

 

 


